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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 02369 220935Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 10-14 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 
DOE-11 / 1 25 W 

114411 220950Z/15 

P 220845Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1384 
INFO US MISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 986 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 2369 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRD, EPAP, IS 

SUBJECT: TARIFFS - ISRAEL'S TARIFF PREFERENCE TO EC ON TEXTILE ITEMS 
REF: (A) 77 TEL AVIV 10420 B) 77 STATE 308595 C) TEL AVIV 977 

1 . EMBOFF MET ON FEB 15 WITH DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR FOREIGN TRADE 
OF MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE AND TOURISM, YAACOV COHEN AND 
AMBASSADOR EPHRAIM HARAN, IN CHARGE OF MTN AND GATT AFFAIRS FOR 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TO DISCUSS, INTER ALIA, ISRAEL'S 
TARRIFF PREFERENCE TO EC ON CERTAIN TEXTILE ITEMS. 

2. COHEN EMPHASIZED THAT GOI WAS STILL STUDYING U.S. 

REQUEST FOR CHANGES IN SPECIFIC DUTIES IN FOUR TEXTILE ITEMS 

AS PER PARAGRAPH FOUR REFTEL C. HE HOPED THAT A REPLY WOULD BE 
READY WITHIN TEN DAYS. 

3. EXPANDING HIS COMMENTS ON TEXTILES, COHEN SAID THAT IN 1977 
THE ISRAELI SHARE OF U.S. TEXTILE IMPORTS HAD FALLEN. A 

LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THE TEXTILE IMPORTED INTO ISRAEL FROM THE 
U.S. ARE ACTUALLY ITEMS MANUFACTURED IN THE FAR EAST AND ARE 
COMING INTO ISRAEL MISLABELED AS U.S. PRODUCTS; OVERALL IMPORTS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 02369 220935Z 

OF TEXTILES INTO ISRAEL HAD INCREASED IN 1977 FROM $50 
MILLION TO $100 MILLION. IF ISRAEL AGREED TO LOWER THE DUTIES 
ON ADDITIONAL TEXTILE ITEMS FOR THE U.S., THIS REDUCTION WOULD 
ALSO HAVE TO BE EXTENDED TO ALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 

THE ONLY BENEFICIARIES WOULD BE FAR EAST COUNTRIES WHICH 
COULD UNDERSELL U.S. TEXTILES IN ISRAEL. 
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4. COHEN ADDED THAT OBVIOUSLY THE 1975 UNDERSTANDING HAD TO BE 
RENEGOTIATED REGARDING LISTED ITEMS. HE MENTIONED THAT PERHAPS 
ISRAEL COULD PROVIDE COMPENSATION TO THE U.S. FOR REMOVAL OF 
TEXTILE CATEGORIES FROM THE UNDERSTANDING. 

5. AMBASSADOR HARAN ALSO DISAGREED STRONGLY WITH FIRST POINT 
IN PARAGRAPH 3 REFTEL B. HE MAINTAINED THAT GATT RULES DID 
ALLOW CHANGES IN SPECIFIC RATES. 

6. COMMENT: GOI WILL REQUEST CHANGES IN COMMODITIES LISTED IN 
THE 1975 UNDERSTANDING. SPECIFICALLY ON TEXTILE ITEMS, GOI 
REASONING FOR CHANGES WILL FOLLOW COHEN RATIONALE DESCRIBED 
PARAGRAPH 3 ABOVE. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE BEING KEPT 
INFORMED ON PREPARATIONS FOR CONSULTATIONS ON THE 1975 UNDER- 
STANDING MENTIONED PARAGRAPH 3 REFTEL B. 

LEWIS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXTILES, TARIFFS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 feb 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TELAV02369 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780079-0833 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780225/aaaaavhx.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f5799ed1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 TEL AVIV 10420, 77 STATE 308595, 78 TEL AVIV 977 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3514225 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TARIFFS - ISRAELYS TARIFF PREFERENCE TO EC ON TEXTILE ITEMS 
TAGS: ETRD, EPAP, IS, EEC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f5799ed1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



